
A. Find the meaning of the following acronyms (if unsure, you may look them up in the 

Dictionary of Military Terms available on the blog and select the acronyms tab). 

 

CBRN Chemical Biological Radiological Nuclear 

COLPRO Collective Protection 

FHP Force Health Protection 

IPE Individual Protective Equipment 

JOA Joint Operations Area 

JFC Joint Force Commander 

MASCAL Mass Casualties 

MEDEVAC Medical Evacuation 

MEDINT Medical Intelligence 

MTF Medical Treatment Facility 

ROM Restriction of Movement 

TIM Toxic Industrial Material 

WMD Weapons of Mass Destruction 

 

B. Watch the video report from the NATO Channel entitled “Preparing for the worst” (the link 

to this video is available on the blog) and fill in the blanks in the following transcript: 

 

Preparing for the worst – NATO Channel (2’20)  

November 2009 

 

NATO Channel reporter: A car set ablaze, a suspect package in a public place and a 

ship taken over by terrorists. All taking place under the threat of weapons of mass 

destruction and all scenarios played out at a recent NATO exercise in Belgium. The 

purpose of the exercise was to demonstrate NATO’s defence capabilities in dealing with 

chemical, radiological, biological and nuclear threats, known collectively as CBRN.  

 

Colonel Henry Neumann: Within our six different displays, we had all kinds of CBRN 

threats, excluding nuclear weapons. But we dealt with biological, chemical, radiological 

agents and toxic industrial materials in the various scenarios. And these scenarios 

vary from various civilian situations, like a scenario in a metro station, till real military 

situations: a checkpoint with a suicide attack, a vehicle bomb suicide. So, we covered 
all possible situations which we could face at the very moment in our operations. 

 

NATO Channel reporter: Seven nations were involved in the demonstration of 

capabilities as well as personnel from NATO’s Disaster Coordination Centre. With more 

than a 140 visitors from 40 nations, there was plenty of opportunity to pass on vital skills 

and knowledge. 

 

Colonel Henry Neumann: The fight against terrorism is one part of this business. It’s 

the fight against all weapons of mass destruction and CBRN threats which poses 

risks to our societies and to our communities. The difference between today and 20 years 

ago is that we are not only working in a pure military environment. Today, in our 

missions, like ISAF for example, we work in a civilian environment and therefore we have 

to meet all these requirements of a civilian society in order to support them. That was 
one of the objectives today to present that NATO is able to conduct these operations. 

 

NATO Channel reporter: This is David Heathfield, reporting for the NATO Channel. 

 


