
Force Health Protection – Medical Countermeasures 

Watch the report on medical countermeasures and answer the following questions: 
 

a) Here is the transcript of the first part of the report. 8 synonyms have been introduced. Listen, 

compare and replace the synonyms with the original words. 
 

US troops are globally engaged, executing missions across the full spectrum of operations and 

under all environmental conditions. Enemies may seek to use chemical, biological, radiological and 

nuclear agents in assaults on US forces on US soil and in foreign countries. The medical 

countermeasures capability area ensures that only the most secure and most efficient medical 

countermeasures are available to the warriors to allow them to survive and operate successfully in 

these environments. 

 

b) Before listening to the second part, can you put the words from the grid back into the text? 
Then listen and check your answers: 

 

Col James Boles: Our directorate deals specifically with the (1)________. That’s chemical, 

biological, radiological and nuclear (2)________ that are available to us and are in the 

development process. The one thing that is unique about our directorate, not only within 
(3)________ Affairs but (4)________-wide, is that we inject the policy that makes what we 

hope to be a tremendous (5)________ that the Department of Defense has against some of these 
(6)________. We actually put the policy together and make sure that these products that we 

have available for use are indeed available. 

 

Col Wayne Hachey: With the identification of a threat, then we develop a countermeasure against 
that threat. So, some examples would be the (7)________ program or protecting our 

(8)________ and their families against Japanese encephalitis who are (9)________ or stationed 
to areas that are at increased risk. Or malaria (10)________ for deployed servicemembers. 

 
Col James Boles: There are also the (11)________  that are used as medical countermeasures 

against these threats, those are that naturally occurring and those that are deliberately 
(12)________ by our adversaries. 

 

asset servicemembers deployed CBRN manufactured seasonal flu 

countermeasures DoD prophylaxis threat agents viruses Health 

 
 

c) Listen and fill in the blanks in the last part of the report with the missing words or expressions: 
 
Narrator: Medical countermeasures interacts with DoD’s (13)________ and Biological Defense 

Program which conducts national research, development and acquisitions to (14)________ the 

threat of chemical and biological (15)________. The directorate assists in developing 

countermeasure requirements, acquisition processes and product evaluations. 

Col James Boles: So, the bottom line is policy geared towards the requirements, the production 

and development and (16)________, making sure that these (17)________ are indeed available 

for the (18)________. 

Narrator: In coordination with other agencies, the development and sustainment of advanced 

medical education for (19)________ threat (20)________ and (21)________ are provided and 

aligned with (22)________ stakeholders. Medical countermeasures advocates for funding of 

advanced professional CBRN medical (23)________ for all military medical (24)________. 

Col James Boles: I think the most important thing about our directorate is actually in the name, in 

the fact that one of the biggest pushes, not only within the Department of Defense but within the 

(25)________ arena as far as chemical, biological and radiological threats are concerned, is to 

have countermeasures against these threats. And that, like I said, it’s in our name. 


